
But the 56 people that came en-
joyed a wonderful weekend. 
Only 60% of the group flew in 
with the rest driving. That’s un-
usual but due to a lot of locals 
attending and others with addi-
tional travel plans. There were 
also some late arrivals due to a 
few attending BPPP recurrent 
training in Lakeland. Anyway, 
by Friday morning our group 
formed up and we took off for 
the first stop; the Donzi Boat 
Factory. 
 
Donzi boats are pretty much 

hand made and sell from $50K for a center console fishing boat to $350K for the “Porsche Design” go-fast. 
A particularly interesting boat on the production line was equipped with two Allison 1000 HP supercharged 
engines. The 140 mph top speed gives new meaning to “go-fast”  The boat costs about $250K including the 
two $75K engines. Also included are two tachometers flanking a gauge labeled “GPS” . We assumed that it 
stood for “Gallons Per Second”. We were later informed that it was a GPS speedometer that is needed be-
cause the boat is out of the water more than it is in! For the $250K you also get five heavily padded seats to 
protect your back and clamp you in at the hip as well as a large drug storage area in the bow. 
 
After the boat tour, we all drove over to Marina Jack’s, a local eatery on Sarasota Bay. We were served a 
great lunch in a private room overlooking Sarasota Bay. The last time SEBS was at Marina Jack’s we 
lunched on a ship named Marina Jack during a cruse of the Bay. This time it was all dry land. 
 
Then part of the group was off to a Segway adventure which began in a downtown parking lot. There, three 
instructors tutored SEBS students in the idiosyncrasies of riding the two wheeled monsters. It turns out that 
forward and reverse are accomplished by shifting your body forward and aft. Left/right turns are controlled 
by a handlebar grip. But the hardest maneuver is getting on an off the darned things. A dead battery is tan-
tamount to a gyro failure in an airplane. All control is lost and you’re dead. After the driving school, the 
group took off for a 2 hour tour of downtown Sarasota. There was only one accident along the way when a 
bush jumped out in front of one of our group. This unnamed Veterinarian from Advance, NC was unhurt. 

227 SEBS MEMBERS MISS OUT ON SARASOTA FUN! 
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McCullom, John Ericsson, Tina Ericsson, Perry McCollum (behind Tina), Jim 
Eubanks, Jean Beede, Dick Beede, Cindy Branning, Steve Kline, Elinor Kline, 
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After the tour, everyone (except the Vet) wanted to buy a Segway 
until they found out that they cost $5,000! 
 
While the Segway riders were touring Sarasota, the bulk of the 
group went to Selby Gardens, a beautiful botanical garden on the 
banks of Sarasota Bay. 
 
Everyone got back to the hotel in time for a snack, a drink and a 
rest before departing for dinner and the theater. The snacks, by the 
way, were heavy duty including meat balls and Sloppy Joe’s pre-
pared in advance by Peg Ricklefs our hostess. 
 
The theatre group dined at Primo’s restaurant. The food was great 
but, judging from the picture below, too much wine was consumed. 

All the playgoers enjoyed the comedy, The Play’s The Thing at the 
Asolo theater. The stragglers who missed the play hung around the 
hospitality room dining on free Sloppy Joe’s courtesy of Peg. 
 
The new day brought us back to the Asolo Theater for a backstage 
tour. The amount of work to produce a single show is mind bog-
gling. A full time staff designers and tradespersons handle every-
thing from recruiting, actor training, direction, set design, construc-
tion, costuming, lighting, sound, marketing, choreography, etc, etc, 
etc.  
 
“Exit, Stage Right” and we are at the Ringling property next door! 

Sarasota (cont) 
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Harold Bost. Linda and John Sellmer relax at 
�5�L�Q�J�O�L�Q�J�¶�V���P�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���6�D�U�D�V�R�W�D���%�D�\�� 
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Hello SEBS members, 
 
We had a terrific fly-in to Sarasota February 7-10. 
Marv and Peg Ricklef organized and hosted this 
activity filled weekend.  Thanks to the Klines and 
Ricklefs.  Their hard work and attention to detail 
made for a memorable fly-in. 

Our new web site, www.sebs.org has been up and www.sebs.org has been up and 
running for about four months. Troy Branning has 
received many good comments. It is updated fre-
quently so check it often. You will find the site to 
be very informative and user friendly.  

Several of the past, as well as this Newsletter can 
be viewed in living color on the web site.  In addi-
tion, as an experiment, this Newsletter is being 
mailed to all SEBS members in black and white.  
Troy and I welcome and solicit your opinions re-
garding electronic vs paper Newsletters. 

There are still several members who have not as 
yet renewed for 2008.  If you are in this category, 
PLEASE fill out and send in the enclosed renewal 
form now, while it is on your mind. You can also 
renew for the still bargain $15.00 price, On Line, 
by printing out and mailing in the Renewal Form. 

John Sellmer and Harold Bost have organized 
what will be one of the best fly-ins ever.  The At-
lanta fly-in starts April 24-27, 2008.  The fly-in 
details and registration form are in this Newsletter. 

Speaking of fly-in locations, all members who 
have any ideas and suggestions for future fly-in 
sites please get in touch with our 'cruise directors', 
Steve and Elinor Kline and pass on your thoughts. 

Remember that pilots who don't fly have no advan-
tage over people who can't fly. 

 See you in Atlanta. 

John Ericsson 

           From The Left Seat      Sarasota (cont) 
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There are four major attractions at Ringling; the Circus 
Museum, the Art Museum, the Mansion and the Miniature 
Circus. Our group was treated to a guided tour of the Cir-
cus Museum which contains 100 years of memorabilia 
pertaining to the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
Circus. The Art Museum is huge and full of old paintings. 
(You’d think they would get rid of them and get some 
new ones!) However, there were some very interesting 
paintings featuring overweight women in various states of 
undress. Our weekend ended with a wonderful banquet 
hosted by Oscar and Rose Parsons at their Sarasota Inter-
national Convention Center. The door prizes were actually 

pretty good and included SEBS glassware, Bonanza wine 
and two log books personally autographed by John Glenn. 
 
Hats off to our hosts Marv & Peg Ricklefs and  cruise di-
rectors Steve & Elinore Kline for a very successful fly-in.. 

Our whole group finally poses together at the Saturday Banquet. 

�7�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���P�L�Q�L�D�W�X�U�H���F�L�U�F�X�V���Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���R�Y�H�U���D���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I��
50+ years by master model builder and philanthropist Howard 
Tibbals. It occupies 3,800 sq. ft. with eight main tents, 152 wag-
ons, 1,300 circus performers and workers, more than 800 animals 



The weather dawned beautifully Thursday, December 6th, to begin SEBS winter pilgrimage to the Cape Santa 
Maria Resort, Long Island, Bahamas. Those returning to the Bahamas always look forward to a weekend of 
total relaxation without the hustle-bustle of our busy stateside fly-ins. 

Fourteen aircraft and thirty-five people initially signed up for the trip. Then two aircraft had to cancel because 
of mechanical problems. Darn Bonanzas! Then another two airplanes turned out to be no-shows. Since we 
never heard from them, we assume they crashed! For the twenty-seven surviving attendees, the weather re-
mained ideal the entire weekend. We had light breezes, mid 80's temperatures and waves no more than 3 
inches high. We were even treated to a show of two porpoises cavorting just off the beach. 

As usual, the food at the Cape Santa Maria Resort was fantastic. Denise Kregsman attempted to challenge to 
Troy Branning’s famous lobster eating record but fell short by a lobster and a half. 
New in our package this year was a complementary, in bungalow, massage. It was so popular, that a couple of 
folks signed up for a seconds. 
 

Friday afternoon, an impromptu Margarita party broke out in one of the bungalows. By dinnertime, it was 
questionable if the entire group could make it up the stairs to the second floor dining room. Everyone made it 
OK but the snoring at the dinner table was a little annoying. 

Then there was a rumor about one of our members who drank so much Bahamian beer that a special replenish-
ment boat had to be dispatched to Nassau.* This rumor turned out to be false; at least the part about the boat. 
* (We respect this individual’s privacy. We can only divulge that he is a large man with a pretty wife who flies an F-33A and owns  
Piggly-Wiggly’s in Alabama.) 

A LARGE 
FLOCK OF BONANZAS 

 MIGRATE TO 
 CAPE SANTA MARIA 

After drinking the local beer, several members mysteriously grew horns. Or, maybe it was the massage! 
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The usual Saturday night door prize drawings that everyone had been waiting for finally arrived. (Some people 
come to the fly-ins just for this event.  It’s like a $100 hamburger without the meat!) There were enough prizes 
for everyone. At the end we ask if everyone had won something. This Mooney driver we didn’t even know 
stood up and complained that he had not won anything. So, we gave him a Bonanza hat. 
  
As always, Sunday arrived too soon. Even though we took off for home at various times, the speed differen-
tials normalized things and six airplanes all arrived at Fort Pierce customs at the same time. The customs guys, 
who had been notified the evening before to expect us, did a great job of handling everyone.  Most people 

were in and out in five minutes 
or so. 
 
Story: Harvey/Denise Kriegs-
man and Troy Branning 
 
Photos: Courtesy of Bob Inman  
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Please excuse the messy appearance of 
this newsletter. I’m still trying to learn 
how to lay it out. Meanwhile, I’m still 
hoping that some budding journalist 
will save me and volunteer to take over. 
 
This is your opportunity to show off 
your wit and become endeared to all 
our members. The perfect newsletter 
publishers would be a couple who likes 
to attend fly-ins, has a little computer 
knowledge and likes photography. But 
then, nobody is perfect. 
 
Please call me at (386) 767-5214 or 
email at branning@bellsouth.net if you branning@bellsouth.net if you 
would like to learn more. 
   Troy Branning 

 
We hope to see you at a fly-in soon! 

 

Mike & Lea Warner, Lexington, KY 
 

Vince & Alli Glorioso, Ft. Myers, FL 
 

Ed & Madelyn Beers, Port Orange ,FL 
 

Ben & Sandy Tilton, East Palatka, FL 
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Cape Santa Maria (cont) 

HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 



�:�H�¶�O�O avoid the entire 
hassle and expense of 
flying into Downtown 
airports by landing at 
Peachtree City Falcon 
Field (KFFC). Taxi to 
the terminal building 
for parking on the 
main ramp. The FBO, 
will waive all parking 
fees and offer us $0.20/gallon discount on fuel. Cars are available but using our vans is recommended. Call 
Enterprise at (770) 486-2181 and advise them that you would like to pick it up at Falcon Field. 
 
We’ll stay in Peachtree City. The SEBS rate at our hotel, the Holiday Inn, Peachtree City, is $89/night plus tax 
for a regular room. Executive Suites are available for $105/night plus tax. These rates include a continental 
breakfast.  The SEBS rate is guaranteed until March 24, 2008, and only on an availability basis after that.  
You can cancel up to 6:00 PM the night of arrival.  Contact the hotel directly at (770) 487-2330 or FAX (770) 
487-9388 to make your reservations.  Be sure to mention you are with the Southeastern Bonanza Society. 

�+�(�5�(�¶�6���7�+�(���3�/�$�1���)�2�5���7�+�(���:�(�(�.�(�1�'�� 
 
We’ll meet you Thursday on the Falcon ramp, load your bags and carry you on the short ride to the Holiday 
Inn. After you check in, head on up to our hospitality room, which should be in full swing by 3:00 PM. Have a 
drink, have a snack and introduce yourself to the friendly crowd that always gathers there. If you wish, you can 
hang around until dinnertime when our hosts (who are also connoisseurs of fine dining) will have selected a 
few of their favorite local restaurants for your consideration. Just make a choice and our van fleet will disperse 
the groups to their various dinner destinations. Don’t forget your credit card; dinner is on individual checks. 
The hospitality room will be open after dinner for those with sufficient stamina. 
 

On Friday, our weekend adventure will begin at 9:00 AM when our vans depart the Holiday Inn 
for our signature stop of the weekend; The New Georgia Aquarium. Besides from being the larg-
est aquarium in the world, with millions of gallons of water and millions of fish, it has become a 
world renowned tourist destination. Check it out at www.georgiaaquarium.orgwww.georgiaaquarium.org 
Lunch will be at your leisure while we are at the aquarium. Take your pick of any one of three 
restaurants there. Just don’t forget to finish up by 1:15 PM sharp or you’ll miss the bus. 

 
It’s not far to our next stop (the golden domed building we’ve all seen from the air) the Georgia State Capital. 
We’ve arranged a 45 minute guided tour of the Capital just for you. Please bring a photo ID which will be 
required security reasons. After the Capital tour we will quickly head back to the Holiday Inn.   
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OUR NEXT FLY-IN 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  

APRIL 24Tth �² 27th, 2008 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���R�Q�H�����'�R�Q�·�W���0�L�V�V���L�W�� 



 
You’ll have plenty of time before supper to freshen up, rest up, and/or join us in the hospitality room.  Around 
6:00 PM we will load up and head out for an Old South buffet dinner at the Historic Green Manor in nearby 
Union City, GA. http://www.greenmanor.biz/ Those who can still walk after consuming all the Green Manor http://www.greenmanor.biz/ Those who can still walk after consuming all the Green Manor 
fare are invited to join the hospitality back at the Hotel. 
 
Saturday will offer an option of “Tire Kicking” or “Shopping”. The tire kickers will leave the hotel a little 
after 9:00 AM for the short trip to Falcon Field. Bob Ripley and Ronny Lyon will do a service clinic on some 
lucky attendee’s Beechcraft.  SEBS member, Bob Ripley, an ABS Technical Advisor, will narrate during the 
clinic and be happy to answer any questions you might have both during and after the clinic. Then we’ll drive 
to Peach State Airpark in Williamson, GA. It’s a work in progress that will take us back in time to an early era 
in aviation where they are building a retro airport based on “Candler Field”, Atlanta’s main airport of the 
1920’s and 1930’s.  The newly constructed hangar looks like an old terminal and will house old airplanes and 
memorabilia from the golden age of aviation. We will have lunch at “Barnstormers Grill” and wander around 
the airport to look at the various aircraft that range from restoration projects to flying examples of that time. 
When we’ve had enough, we’ll head back to the hotel for a break before the Saturday banquet. For more infor-
mation you can visit www.peachstateaero.com.www.peachstateaero.com. 
 
Shoppers will spend a leisurely day strolling, shopping, lunching and loafing around the pool. Around 10’ish 
we will drop you off at The Avenue in Peachtree City. You will find over fifty stores combining premier na-
tional retailers, select local merchants and specialty restaurants. The Avenue is an open-air, pedestrian friendly 
center built around Peachtree City’s Central Park. You’ll enjoy this culmination of function and art. When you 
have had your fill of shopping and dining we will return you to the hotel. You can then enjoy the spring after-
noon around the pool or take a walk on one of the many walking trails. Our two groups should be reunited by 
mid-afternoon. 
 
The traditional Saturday evening banquet will be held at the new Amenities Center in Whitewater Creek, a 
community that is home to Harold and Evelyn Bost. We’ll leave the hotel around 6:00PM to arrive in time for 
“Happy Hour” prior to the serving of our catered dinner. The after dinner festivities will include, as usual, the 
awarding of door prizes, each of untold value. Then its back to hotel hospitality for our final good-byes to new 
and old friends who chose to share a weekend with us. 
 
Sunday it will be time to load up and head back to FFC for your departure home. Just let us know when you 
need to go and we will provide the ride on your schedule. 
 
�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���J�H�W���\�R�X�U���K�R�W�H�O���U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���P�D�L�O���W�K�H���H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�G���U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
form to be received by March 24th!  If you can’t attend for the whole week-
end, just call Steve or Elinor Kline at (941) 575-2001 for a quote. They will 
deduct the stuff you’ll miss from your registration fee. 
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Cartoon Corner 

Don’t forget your 2008 dues!  You can renew 
when you register for the Atlanta Fly-in.  Or, turn 
the Atlanta form over and  use the renewal form 
on the back. 



Southeastern Bonanza Society 
PO Box 83 
Wayne, IL 60184 

 
2008 FLY-IN SCHEDULE  

 
 
24-27 APRIL  ATLANTA, GA   
Highlighting the New Georgia Aquarium 
 
26-29 JUNE  WINSTON-SALEM, NC 
Note date and location change 
 
6-9 NOVEMBER  ST. PETERSBURG, FL  
�(�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�Y�H�U�����O�H�W�¶�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�����1�R�W���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�����M�X�V�W���W�K�D�W���L�W�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�� 
 
3-7 DECEMBER   LONG ISLAND, BAHAMAS   
By popular demand, back to Cape Santa Maria Resort plus an extra day added! 
 
Contact Steve and Elinor Kline for further information at 941-575-2001 or 
   email: stelik@comcast.net or elijo924@comcast.netstelik@comcast.net or elijo924@comcast.netelijo924@comcast.net 

Your V-Tales Newsletter is Here! 


