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A SMOKEY MOUNTAIN HIGH!!!!!!!!! 
SEBS FLY-IN TO MAGGIE VALLEY 

August 20–23, 2009 

In what some are calling a miracle, all our weekend flyers arrived 
on Thursday by 3:30PM. It was a SEBS first and even included Paul 
and Barbara Lasen, all the way from Texas. Our guests arrived on 
three, four and two wheels with most in airplanes, some in cars and 
a few outlaws on motorcycles. Actually, Dick and Johnnie Vanetta 
trailered their motorcycles from Florida to Pete and Janice Austen’s 
north Georgia home and rode bikes from there to Waynesville with 
the girls following in a van. 
 
Everyone got checked in and visited SEBS hospitality (which turned 
out to be a separate cottage with a full kitchen) before heading up 

the mountain to Bill and Jeannie Colburn’s home for a memorable dinner. For flatlanders, the drive to their beauti-
ful home was memorable in itself. GPS’s won’t get you there and, if you turn the wrong way, you could fall off the 

side of the mountain! Everyone was expecting the usual hamburger 
cookout that is typical of SEBS on Thursday night so were surprised and 
delighted to be wined and dined with a full course meal served by a uni-
formed catering staff. We strongly suspect that Jeannie was behind all 
this but that Bill got stuck with the extra tab (which had to be well be-
yond SEBSs budget).  
 
Everyone woke up Friday morning in a prospecting mood as we made 
our way to the Sheffield Mine in Franklin, NC. After a brief orientation, 
the prospectors were issued two standard buckets of mud, a sieve, and a 
little 35mm film canister to store their treasures. A number of miners 
found small rubies and sapphires but it was Ron Graham who hit it big 
when he found a 30 ct ruby. It just looked like a rock to everyone else 
but that’s the way look before they are cleaned up. The rest of the day 
was consumed eating and shopping in the little town of Wayesville or 
visiting in the hospitality room. 
 
The evening involved a long ride to the top of a mountain to Chataloosee 
Ranch for their famous Friday night cookout. This place has great views 
and everyone had a great time ( as you can see from the pictures to the 
left).   

  (Continued on page 2) 
 

Jeannie and  Bill Colburn hosting Thursday 
dinner at their home  

The whole crew stops for a photo op at 4700 feet on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

 Loosening up at Catallochee Ranch. Linda 
Selmer gives Harold Bost a big hug while 

Janice Austen wonders, “Who spiked Johnnie 
Vanetta’s  ice tea”? 
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MAGGIE VALLEY FLY-IN (CONTINUED) 

Thrill time occurred Saturday morning at the vertical wind tunnel. 
Basically this is a 3000HP motor in one building blowing air down 
through a “U”  shaped tunnel where the exhaust  comes up through 
a hole in the ground and blows through a net suspended above the 
hole. The idea is to walk on the net, fall into the air stream and fly 
like a sky diver. Nine brave souls paid $10/minute for the adven-
ture. Luckily, the establishment provided two experienced instruc-
tors to accompany the flyers on their first 
flight. Otherwise, most would have been 
blown off the thing like lava from a vol-
cano and splattered on the rocks below. 
 

The rest of the day was spent driving the 
scenic Blue Ridge Parkway with a lunch 
stop at the Pisgah Inn located at the Park-
way’s highest point. 
 

Our Banquet was held at the Laurel Ridge  
Country Club. Jeannie surprised us again 
with an outstanding collection of door 
prizes including some of her original 
paintings and some from her artist friends. 
WOW! 
 

In a Sunday first, the vans only needed one trip to the airport and 
all the departing pilots and crews arrived at the airport at the same 
time. This was possible because most of the bags were loaded into 
Bill Colburn’s truck  and he lead the procession to the airport.  
 

All 54 people attending agreed that this was a great weekend ex-
perience.  The Colburn’s did a bang up job and live in a great area 
to visit. Our Van drivers Joe Bryant, Dick Blair and Ron Vickrey 
certainly earned their keep risking their lives (and yours) driving 
300 miles on windy mountain roads.  

IS YOUR EMAIL LISTED 
HERE? 

 
If so, we can’t stay in touch with you 
because our emails are being rejected. 
 
keith_kohout@ubs.comkeith_kohout@ubs.com 
a_anderson@msn.coma_anderson@msn.com 
fred@trekincorporated.comfred@trekincorporated.com 
kingfms@intrstar.netkingfms@intrstar.net 
bonanza@networx.netbonanza@networx.net 
birdhouseforms@gmail.combirdhouseforms@gmail.com 
sdi1@alltel.netsdi1@alltel.net 
 
 
Please send an updated email address to 
Marv Rickliefs at: 
 
marvpeg88db@sbcglobal.netmarvpeg88db@sbcglobal.net 

SEBS AT THE ABS CONVENTION IN SALT LAKE CITY 

Tina Ericsson was the 
undisputed champion 

flyer. She’s 50 feet in the 
air and the guys are try-

ing to hold her down! 
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The calendar is telling us we have 
reached the end of summer.  We are 
looking back on some very successful 
Fly-ins and looking forward to friends 
and fly-ins in the months to come. 
 
During the past summer we have all 
experienced some type of weather de-
lay or a change in departure date. The 
Nashville event comes immediately to 
mind. However on a recent flight to 
Columbus, Ohio we had a very posi-
tive experience and found a great FBO 
all due to the weather. As we planned 
our flight we knew there was a poten-
tial for thunderstorms along our route 
(not unusual in our part of the coun-
try). We filed to Columbus, with Day-
ton as our alternate. As the weather 
frequently dictates, we were unable to 
land at either airport. Instead we 
landed at Springfield, Ohio and dis-
covered Spectra Jet. This FBO is more 
than customer oriented. They identi-
fied with our situation, offered a car 
and enabled us to make a meeting on 
time. We also found several good res-
taurants on the way. Bottom line, 
never hesitate to go to your alternate 
or alternates. You may discover a 
Spectra Jet. 
 
We are very fortunate to be flying 
these wonderful airplanes that open so 
many doors to each one of us. Ann 
and I are looking forward to seeing 
you in Mobile, Alabama in October. 
We’ll be letting you know about the 
2010 schedule soon. 
 
Fly Safe, 
 
Perry 

FROM THE LEFT SEAT 
By Perry McCollom 

NEXT FLY-IN OCT 22-25, 2009 
SEBS IS HEADED TO MOBILE ALABAMA 

Our host, Harold Bost, has planned an exciting weekend for all to enjoy 
in historic Mobile Alabama. 
 
First, at KBFM, he’s gotten us free parking at Downtown Air Center 
with the purchase of fuel which can be had at a $.25/gallon discount. 
(We’ll provide all your ground transportation but, if you want a rental 
car, you can call the FBO at (251) 433-2800 .) 
 

Then, he’s negotiated a $40/night discount on 
rooms at the historic and magnificent Battle-
house Hotel, 26 North Royal Street, Mobile, 
AL 36602. http://www.marriott.com/hotels/http://www.marriott.com/hotels/
travel/mobbr-the-battle-house-a-renaissance-
hotel/ Rooms are available to SEBS for $129/
night plus tax at this Renaissance owned hotel. 
For reservations, call (866) 316-5957 and 
mention SEBS before September 25th to as-
sure availability and our discount rate. The 
hotel has a 72 hour cancellation policy. 

 
We’ll try to have the hospitality room set up by the time you arrive. Har-
old usually sets the standard for hospitality refreshments so we hope you 
are thirsty. Join us when you arrive. We’ll gather and, as usual Thursday,  
pick a few good restaurants to choose from to visit in groups on individ-
ual checks. 
 
We’ll start our Mobile adventure Friday morning with 
a tour of the USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park. 
http://www.ussalabama.com/ Then we’ll travel to http://www.ussalabama.com/ Then we’ll travel to 
Teledyne Continental Motors and be treated to lunch, 
a briefing and a tour of the  factory. We’ll return to 
the hotel in the afternoon for a break prior to dinner at Russo’s seafood 
and steak restaurant on individual checks. Hospitality will be open be-
fore and after dinner. 
 

(continued on outside cover) 
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MOBILE, ALABAMA  FLY-IN (Continued from page 3) 
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ONLY 7 ROOMS LEFT AT CAPE SANTA MARIA 
 FLY-IN NOVEMBER 11 – 15. 

Saturday will begin with a visit to Bellingrath Gardens & Home. http://www.bellingrath.org/ Everyone will http://www.bellingrath.org/ Everyone will 
lunch on their own at one of the many restaurants in the area. Then we will take the Bay City Tour of His-
toric Mobile. After a break at the hotel, we’ll have dinner in the Clubhouse at  Mobile Greyhound Park, 
watch a few races and wrap it up for the weekend. 
 
We always have a great time at our fly-ins and we'd love to have you join us. Fly in, drive in or walk in; we 
don’t care. You can even come in a Cessna!  A registration form is available at www.sebs.orgwww.sebs.org. And, Har-
old Bost will cheerfully answer any of your questions. Just call him at (770) 719-0638. 

Better hurry! They are releasing these rooms on September 25.  Everything you need to know is in the June 
newsletter which is available on our website www.sebs.org.  You can also get a registration form there, www.sebs.org.  You can also get a registration form there,  

SEBS 2009 FLY-IN SCHEDULE 
 

7-11 OCTOBER  BEECH PARTY, TULLAHOMA, TENNESSEE   
 

22-25 OCTOBER  MOBILE, ALABAMA 
 

11-15 NOVEMBER CAPE SANTA MARIA, LONG ISLAND, BAHAMAS 


